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As a new academic year begins, I think of the generations of pharmacists that have walked through 

Parks Hall, the evolution of the occupation that I’ve seen just in my lifetime, and how many of our 

Buckeye alumni led the way for those changes. I’m proud of this college and university and I know 

that our alumni are too.

As dean of the College of Pharmacy, I continue to push our faculty and students to think outside the 

box and to have the confidence and fortitude to create new solutions to everyday challenges they 

face in the profession. I remind each class of students that they must plan for the entire 40 years of 

their careers, not just the four years that they are here on campus. That thinking about the long-term 

pays off. We know our students and alumni are sparking change around the world and improving the 

healthcare of millions, and we are proud that you are part of our College of Pharmacy family. 

We know as Buckeyes, you are just as proud of the work we are doing in the college. Because of 

the work of our outstanding students, alumni, and faculty, we have much to tout. Over the past six 

months, we’ve: 

• Been named the recipient of the 2017 Lawrence C. Weaver Transformative Community Service 

Award by the American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy (AACP); 

• Reached the top ten in National Institutes of Health funding among all the nation’s schools of 

pharmacy; 

• Received an Excellence in Education Award from the National Association of Chain Drug Stores 

(NACDS); and, 

• Achieved accreditation status from ACPE for our continuing professional development. 

To our newest alumni, we hope that you continue to fuel your passion for pharmacy. Reach out to 

those who have come before you and ask for advice. As Buckeyes, we are part of a large network of 

leaders who always pay it forward. It’s what we do. It’s who we are. 

See you at Homecoming! 

Best wishes, 

Henry J. Mann Pharm.D., FCCP, FCCM, FASHP 
Dean and Professor, College of Pharmacy 
The Ohio State University

LETTER FROM THE DEAN
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THE NEW ALUMNI SOCIETY BOARD PRESIDENT

A 1996 graduate of the College of Pharmacy, 
Ginny Beaty has been on the Alumni Society 
Board of Governors Executive Committee 
for four years, previously serving as vice-
president and president-elect. However, 
Beaty has been involved with the Alumni 
Society since she was a student. 

“ I came (to Ohio State) for the College of Pharmacy. 

I visited other pharmacy colleges in the area and I 

didn’t like the atmosphere there as much as I liked 

Ohio State. Plus, Ohio State had an outstanding 

reputation,” Beaty said. 

Beaty knew she wanted to be a pharmacist after she 

saw an article talking about up and coming careers 

that profiled pharmacists. 

“ I enjoyed math and science, and there was a 

shortage (of pharmacists) at the time. I reached out to 

pharmacists and spent time with them learning about 

the profession. I also liked that I got to work with 

people and that schedules were flexible,” she said. 

(CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE)
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Beaty enjoyed college and said she had a lot of great 

mentors who taught her so much. She also said that the 

college atmosphere was something to remember. 

“ Lou Marcy was my preceptor when I was a student and 

a mentor after graduation. I learned from his laid-back 

manner and how to calmly deal with a problem when it 

arose,” she said. “He did a great job of taking care of 

patients when problems came up. I also met so many 

great people (at the university). It was a great time to 

be at Ohio State, Eddie George and Robert Smith were 

here and it was $5 to attend a football game.”
When asked what advice she would give to students, 

Beaty said, “Stay true to your ethics and beliefs and 

keep an open mind about where your career can take 

you. I’m not where I thought I would end up and I still 

love it.” 

Beaty started out working in the clinic at the Ohio State 

Medical Center in school and then went to work for an 

independent pharmacy with the Whistons. From there, 

she went to work at Target. 

“ I was happy at Target; it had such a hometown feel 

to it,” she said. “I would have stayed there for a long 

time, but the opportunity came to work where I am 

now, and it was a new challenge. I’m really enjoying 

it. Keep your options open and you never know what 

you’ll end up enjoying.”
Beaty is a proud Alumni Society member and believes 

in the impact the board makes to others. 

“ I love running into past teachers and colleagues,” 

she said. “Lou (Marcy) asked me to be involved with 

the (Alumni Society’s) golf outing as a student and I 

ran for the board afterward. The society does make 

a difference for people especially students. There’s 

a nice comradery, there’s someone to help you with 

whatever you need.” 

GINNY BEATY WITH HER CHILDREN AT AN OHIO STATE FOOTBALL GAME.
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Homecoming Happy Hour and Networking
Included with Symposium registration and may be purchased separately.

5–7 p.m. • $15 for happy hour only
Generation Rx Lab at COSI

Gather with alumni and friends in the College of Pharmacy Generation 
Rx Lab at COSI. See the Life Exhibit and enjoy hands-on demonstrations. 
Hors d’oeuvres and cash bar. Family-friendly.

Pharmacy All-Class Reunion Dinner
7–10 p.m. • $50
The Grand Event Center
820 Goodale Boulevard

All Pharmacy alumni are celebrated at this fun reunion dinner. Join us to 
honor the classes of 1957, 1967, 1982, 1992, 2007, and 2012. Admission is 
complimentary for graduates of the Class of 1967 or earlier.

Saturday, October 7
College of Pharmacy Alumni Society Tailgate

Ohio State Buckeyes vs. Maryland Terrapins 
12:30 p.m. (game time: 3:30 or 4 p.m.) 
$20 for adults, $10 for children under 12 
Biomedical Research Tower Lobby 
460 W. 12th Avenue ( just east of Parks Hall)

Join the College of Pharmacy as we gather to celebrate our pharmacy 
family with food, fun, and friends! Includes a generous tailgate lunch and 
entertainment for the whole family.

Friday, October 6

Continuing Education Symposium 
Caring for Our Communities: 
Addressing drug misuse and abuse in today’s world 

Join us for a celebration of the 10th anniversary of Generation Rx, as we 
take an innovative look at the opioid epidemic, the role of the pharmacist 
in drug misuse prevention, and how to support communities in crisis. 

8 a.m.–5 p.m. 
COSI, Center of Science & Industry 
333 West Broad Street

$85 registration includes:

 •  Keynote from Mark Hurst, medical director, Ohio Department of 
Mental Health and Addiction Services

 •  Luncheon and awards program Generation Rx: A Decade of 
Community Impact

 •  CE hours including law

 •  Happy hour and networking from 5–7 p.m. in the Generation Rx Lab 
at COSI

The College of Pharmacy at The Ohio State University is accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education as a provider of continuing 
pharmacy education. Questions about pharmacists’ participation in the 
program and and continuing education credit should be addressed to  
Ashley Knackstedt at cop-cpd@osu.edu, or (614) 688-4420.

FULL SESSION DESCRIPTIONS AND REGISTRATION ONLINE
AT GO.OSU.EDU/RXHOMECOMING OR CALL 800-762-5646

Join us for 

HOMECOMING WEEKEND
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WELCOME NEW COLLEGE OF PHARMACY 
ALUMNI SOCIETY BOARD MEMBERS! 

The Pharmacy Alumni Society Board of Governors serves as the governing body 

for the Pharmacy Alumni Society. Members represent a district in the state of Ohio 

and are elected to four year terms. During their term, board members serve on a 

committee and help plan alumni programming and provide advice and support to 

the College of Pharmacy. In 2017, even numbered districts were up for election.

Dale Bertke, BS ’85
District 2 (Champaign, Clark, Logan, 
Miami, and Shelby counties)

Bertke previously served on the 
Alumni Society Board of Governors 
and is currently the owner of 
Schweiterman’s Pharmacy.

Kimberley Wortendyke Massie, BS ’79 
District 3 (Darke, Montgomery, and  
Preble counties) 

Massie retired from Merck as the 
executive specialty representative in 
2013. Since her retirement, she’s been 
running her own business, Parrot Promo 
Essentials with her daughter Holly. 
Massie was appointed at the March 
board meeting.

Michelle Caruso, PharmD ’04
District 4 (Butler, Clinton, Hamilton,  
and Warren counties)

Caruso is a clinical pharmacy specialist 
for both Emergency Medicine and the 
Transport Team at Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Medical Center. She is also an 
adjunct assistant professor of clinical 
pharmacy at the University of Cincinnati 
College of Pharmacy. 

Karen Houser, BS ’88
District 16 (Cuyahoga and  
Lorain counties)

Houser has worked in retail, 
hospital, long term care, home care, 
insurance, and is currently doing 
pharmacy informatics.

Lou Marcy, BSPS ’65, 
District 6

Marcy retired from the Ohio State 
College of Pharmacy as the alumni 
affairs director in 2009. Prior to that 
he worked 29 years in community 
pharmacy. Lou has served on the 
alumni governing board since it 
was founded. 

Josh Gaborcik, BSPS ’10, PharmD ’14
District 6 (Franklin county)

Gaborcik is a specialty practice 
pharmacist of internal medicine at 
The Ohio State University Wenxer 
Medical Center. 

ALUMNI BOARD

PHOTO UNAVAILABLE AT PRESS TIME
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A special thank you to our immediate Past President,  
Barb Ague and the several board members whose 
terms have ended. Thank you to David Amos, Jaime 
Capestany, Mary Ann Janning, Matt Houser, Tiffany 
Kaiser, Mark Keckler, Julie Kendle, Frank Krivanik,   
Janet Lallathin, Kim Laughlin, and Jeffrey Wallace.  
We appreciate your service and all you’ve done to  
support the Board of Governors and the Society.

Maryann Kennedy, BS ’78
District 16

After a 35-year career, Kennedy 
retired in 2013 as the director of the 
cardiovascular medical science liaison 
team for Genentech, a member of the 
Roche Group. 

Jerry N. Liliestedt, BS ’00
District 18 (Ashtabula, Geauga,  
Lake and Trumbull counties)

Liliestedt is the vice president of 
operations for Absolute Pharmacy, Inc. 
in North Canton, OH.

Emmanuel C. Ezirim, Carrie Fish, Anna Haas-Gehres, and Jack Lince, 
District 6

In addition to these new members, the following incumbents were re-elected 
to the board and will join the board for their second four-year term:

Chris Hirt, 
District 8 (Erie, Hancock, Huron, Ottawa, 
Sandusky, Seneca, and Wood counties) 

Andy Black and Genie Dixon, 
District 10 (Fairfield, Hocking, Licking, 
Perry, and Vinton counties)

DO YOU WANT TO SERVE AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
or assist with planning events and activities of the Alumni Society? We’re looking for 
Pharmacy alumni of all ages and backgrounds to be committee members and board 
members. More details are available at go.osu.edu/rxvolunteer or contact Alyssa 
Grovemiller at Grovemiller.1@osu.edu.



On March 31, 2017, the College of 
Pharmacy held its second annual 
Pharmacy Gala. This program 
honored outstanding students, 
alumni and faculty and featured our 
annual alumni awards. This year’s 
alumni award recipients were: 

JOSEPHINE SITTERLE FAILER 
ALUMNI AWARD: 

1
   Anna Haas-Gehres,  
BS ’07, PharmD ’11

JACK L. BEAL 
POSTBACCALAUREATE AWARD: 

2 
 Richard Couch, BS ’80, PhD ’86;  

3
   Timothy A. Esbenshade,  
BS ’83, MS ’88, PhD ’91; 

4
  Tammy M. Stefanovic, MS ’92

1

2

3

4
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GALA



DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD:

5
  Michael Benedict,  
BS ’88, MS ’90; 

6
 Greg S. Umstead, BS ’70;  

7
 Richard Henry Parrish II, BS ’80

  
8

 This year, we introduced and awarded 
the SPARK AWARD, or Special Pharmacy 
Act of Random Kindness. The award honors 
an individual who goes above and beyond 
in their efforts toward our students with an 
outstanding act of kindness. This year’s 
recipient was Lekha Nair Shah, PharmD ’07, 
who gifted a car to student Godsfavour Omaru, 
who had precepted with her and had been 
taking the bus to his rotations. 

Know  
an alumnus who  

is deserving of an award?  
Nominate them for our  
2018 Alumni Awards.  

Visit go.osu.edu/pharmawards
Nominations for 2018  
must be received by  
December 12, 2017.

5
6

7

8
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As one of the top 10 pharmacy schools in the nation as 
ranked by U.S. & World Report, The Ohio State University 
College of Pharmacy has a long history of producing leaders 
across all pharmacy sectors. The pharmacy education sector 
is no exception. 

From the first PhD graduate, Arthur Schwarting (’43 
Pharmacognosy), who became dean at the University of 
Connecticut in 1970, to Rosalie Sagraves (BS ’69), dean 
emerita at the University of Illinois at Chicago, who served 
as dean from 1995 to 2006, Ohio State College of Pharmacy 
graduates can commonly be found in dean positions across 
the country. Recently, we chatted with some of our Buckeye 
alumni who are holding these roles to learn more about how 
their experience at Ohio State prepared them for their career 
and what their vision is for pharmacy education.

OHIO STATE  
COLLEGE OF 
PHARMACY 

How did your time at Ohio State  
help prepare you to lead a  
pharmacy school?
“ Ohio State provided a foundation of excellence in pharmacy 
from my BS Pharmacy degree program to my postdoctoral 
fellowship. Ohio State was filled with leaders in the field and so 
it was a given that you would try to emulate them.”  
– JULIE JOHNSON

“ You don’t go to graduate school to become a dean, you go 
to become a researcher. However, being at a university like 
Ohio State and being exposed to the various leaders really 
helps you recognize the role you can play in the profession. 
It’s no accident that Ohio State has produced many deans and 
academic leaders. They have great programs being led by 
leaders in their field.”  
– DAVID ZGARRICK, NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY

“ Ohio State’s faculty members were exceptional in every way. 
They were great at challenging me and encouraging me. 
The faculty members were more than professors, they were 
professional mentors and friends.” – MARC SWEENEY

What drew you to Ohio State  
for pharmacy education?
“ I come from a Buckeye family. My parents both graduated 
from Ohio State and I think I knew the Buckeye fight song (and 
a certain anti-Michigan song) by first grade. Everyone in my 
immediate family is a Buckeye including my daughter, Sarah, 
who graduated with her BS on May 7, 2017, and my daughter 
Elizabeth, who will start at Ohio State in the fall.”  
– JULIE JOHNSON, UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

“ I met Bob Brueggemeier at a graduate symposium. As a first 
generation college student, I knew of (Ohio State’s) reputation 
and thought it would be a good fit with the number of 
opportunities it could provide.”  
– JAMES DALTON, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

“ I was really attracted to Ohio State’s reputation and research. 
They provided opportunities within the medical center and 
clinics that were unique in many ways.”  
– MARC SWEENEY, CEDARVILLE UNIVERSITY

What do you love about your job?
“  Leading a college is a way to extend your impact in the 
pharmacy profession beyond what one can do in the practice 
setting. There is a multiplier effect since over the course of a 
career you can impact thousands of students who go on to 
impact the lives of tens or hundreds of thousands of patients 
across their career.” – JULIE JOHNSON

“  I love the science and education of it, the experiences I’ve 
had, both positives and negatives, and helping others on their 
journeys.” – JAMES DALTON

“ As with any institution, the people make the institution great.”  
– MARC SWEENEY

“ As with any institution,  
the people make  
the institution great.”

– MARC SWEENEY

LEADERS
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“ We are building leaders 
by giving back to the 
community and patients.”

– JAMES DALTON

What other Buckeyes  
have influenced you?
“  Milap Nahata was my first mentor and my first few publications 
were with him. He was wonderful in providing some research 
opportunities for me and many other students when I was in the 
BS program. This got me off to a great start in the profession. Of 
course, there are few in pharmacy who have been as impactful 
as Milap Nahata. I was pretty lucky to work with him so early in 
my career.” – JULIE JOHNSON

“  My cohort was a large influence. We worked together in what 
was termed the ‘grad student bullpen’ on the first floor. It included 
Karen Kiser, Kim Broedel-Zaugg, Dennis Gair, Amanda Long, Dev 
Pathak and current Ohio State faculty Donnie Sullivan and Marcia 
Worley. We still collaborate and help each other to this day.”  

– DAVE ZGARRICK 

“ Jessie Au always talked about making sure we were spending 
our time doing something that was worth doing. Julie Johnson 
and I were on faculty together at the University of Tennessee, 
along with John Lima and Dwayne Miller who were some of my 
other mentors.” – JAMES DALTON

“ When I became president of the Ohio Pharmacists Association, 
I was encouraged by a number of Ohio State alumni and faculty. 
Many of the Ohio State faculty have been exceptional to work 
with and have encouraged me. Many of them guest speak at 
our school, and I appreciate their involvement and investment 
into the profession.” – MARC SWEENEY

What do you envision  
for the future of pharmacy education?
“  I think it is critical that we continue to advance our educational 
approaches to ensure that our students are prepared to 
practice in the myriad settings. I also think it is important that 
the research intensive schools, like Ohio State and University 
of Florida, continue to fill our special niche within pharmacy 
education. In particular, we should strive to encourage a cadre 
of students down an academic path, so that pharmacy schools 
in the future are populated with the best and brightest faculty.”  
– JULIE JOHNSON

“ Drug therapy is more important than it has ever been and will 
continue to be important. The implications for this are broad 
whether you are a researcher or pharmacy student. We will 
need new people that have that expertise. Also, a big challenge 
is the competition in the pharmacy education space. We will all 
need to be able to make the case for ‘Why us?’”  
– DAVE ZGARRICK

“ From a professional degree program, we are moving away 
from dispensing drugs to dispensing information. We are 
building leaders by giving back to the community and patients. 
I could see pharmacy education traversing a path like medical 
education where we are adaptable, clinical experts. For the PhD 
side, there is lots of change in graduate education, including an 
increasing focus on quality rather than quantity of research.”  

– JAMES DALTON

“  I believe the future of pharmacy education will include 
expanded clinical and experiential training, research, and 
collaborative teaching models. I believe there will be fewer 
traditional classroom experiences, lecturing, and passive 
learning. Engagement of the learner is key to model 
engagement of the patient. As the health care landscape 
changes, we will need to embrace broader understanding 
of technology, engineering, business, language, culture and 
science. There will be more and more opportunity to build 
synergy with other disciplines and professions.”  
– MARC SWEENEY

We are proud of the tradition of leadership among our students 
and graduates. We look forward to sharing more from leaders 
in all aspects of pharmacy practice in the future. 

Have an Ohio State graduate that you want to see 
interviewed? Contact pharmacyalumni@osu.edu.

“ Of course,  
there are few in 
pharmacy who  
have been as  
impactful as  
Milap Nahata.” 

– JULIE JOHNSON
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In May, the College of Pharmacy welcomed the Classes of 2017 into the ranks of 
alumni. More than 210 Bachelor of Science in Pharmaceutical Sciences (BSPS), 
PharmD, and Master of Science in Pharmaceutical Sciences (MS) students 
celebrated the joyous occasion.

Dr. Milap Nahata delivered remarks as the PharmD commencement speaker 
on May 5th. He talked about persevering in the face of challenges to make a 
mark on the world, and some of the challenges he faced in migrating to America. 
Calvin Chan, also addressed the PharmD Class of 2017 as the class president. 
Throughout his speech, Chan referenced the lyrics to Carmen Ohio in the stories 
he told. To read the full transcript of his speech, go to pharmacy.osu.edu. 

BSPS graduates celebrated graduation weekend with a luncheon ceremony. Dr. 
Lane Wallace spoke to the graduates and awards were presented to the class’s 
outstanding students.

Lastly, MS students gathered in Parks Hall’s student lounge to celebrate the 
completion of the program with their advisors and preceptors. 

We look forward to seeing what this class has in store for them in the future and to 
welcome them back to Parks Hall as Buckeye alumni! 

Congratulations, 
CLASS OF 2017! 

GRADUATION

120 PharmD 
85 BSPS 
10 MS

2017 GRADUATES
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Donor  Information:
Name(s)*  __________________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________ City  ________________________ State  ___ Zip _______

E-mail  _____________________________________ Home Phone  ___________________  Cell Phone  ______________ 

*In the event of a public records request, the university is required by law to release the names of donors and the date, amount and terms of their gifts.

I/we would like to make the following gift(s) to The Ohio State University:
$ _______________________ to the Ohio State Fund for the College of Pharmacy (301069)

$ _______________________ to the College of Pharmacy Alumni Society Scholarship Fund (625717)

$ _______________________ to the College of Pharmacy Facilities Fund (314861)

$ _______________________ to the fund of your choice _____________________________________________________

To search for more funds, visit giveto.osu.edu/makeagift

Visit give.osu.edu/pharmacy

Make checks payable to The Ohio State University Foundation. 

Expiration date

THANK YOU for your generous support!
DEV_AG-PHR-AlumniSociety-DM-S_0817

Online

Check

Choose your credit card option:

 This is a one-time gift of $ ________________

  I authorize The Ohio State University  

to charge my credit card in the amount of $ _____________  

per month on the:   1st of the month*    15th of the month*

Complete your credit card information: 

 Visa      MasterCard      Discover      American Express

Print name on card  __________________________________________________________

Signature(s)  ________________________________  Date  _________________________

# _____ payments in the amount of $ _____________beginning in the month of ______ year ______

Send pledge reminders    quarterly    semi-annually    annually  

Signature(s)  _____________________________________ Date  _____________________

Visit giveto.osu.edu/matching or call 614-292-2141 to see if your employer will match your gift.

Yes, my employer _______________________________  (employer name) will match my gift.

The Ohio State University Foundation, 1480 West Lane Avenue, Columbus, OH 43221

Credit card number

Pledge commitment

Matching gifts

Return this form to

Credit card

* Pre-authorized giving is to remain in 
effect until The Ohio State University 
Foundation receives written or verbal 
notification of its termination from you. 
Notification may be made by emailing 
gifts@ osu.edu or calling 614-292-2141.

Payment Options:

RENEW YOUR ALUMNI SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 



In Memoriam

Nickolas Aspidow, BS 1991

Christina U. Angerman, BS 1969

Steven L. Bramer, PhD 1992

Gerald A. Burch, BS 1970

Gloria B. Fisher, BS 1967

The following College of Pharmacy Alumni passed away between December 15, 2016 and June 15, 2017.  

Our deepest sympathy to their family and friends.

Call for volunteers

The College of Pharmacy is looking for volunteers to fill a variety of roles. We’re looking for volunteer preceptors, career mentors, 
admissions interviewers and alumni society committee members. If you’re looking for an opportunity to be more involved with the  
college and our students, please visit go.osu.edu/rxvolunteer to see our list of opportunities. WE WANT YOU TO JOIN US!

Frank G. Fuschino, BS 1964

Gregory R. Garner, BS 1970

Terry G. Hawkins, BS 1958

Charles D. Hufford, BS 1967, PhD 1972

Michael J. Kelley, BS 1978

John W. Moore, BS 1953

Joseph S. Ohr, BS 1987

Harold R. Schorr, BS 1947

Francis D. Walters, BS 1988

Randall L. Wilson, MS 1987

THANK YOU for your generous support!



September 10, 2017  Pharmathon 5K 
RPAC 
Visit go.osu.edu/pharmathon to register

October 6-8, 2017  Homecoming Weekend (see page 3 for details) 
October 6 –  Continuing Education Symposium 

Generation Rx 10th Anniversary Celebration 
Latiolais Leadership Symposium 
Pharmacy Happy Hour 
All-Class Dinner

 October 7 – Alumni Tailgate

October 12, 2017 Alumni Society Board of Governors Meeting

October 18, 2017 Dinner for 12 Buckeyes 

November 13, 2017  Alumni reception at AAPS 
San Diego

November 15, 2017 Dinner for 12 Buckeyes

December 3, 2017  Latiolais Lunch at ASHP Midyear Meeting 
Orlando

December 4, 2017  College of Pharmacy Alumni reception at ASHP Midyear Meeting 
Orlando

January 30, 2018 Dinner for 12 Buckeyes

February 28, 2018 Dinner for 12 Buckeyes

March 17, 2018  Dean’s dinner at APhA 
Nashville, TN 

Save the Date:   
October 5-7, 2018  Homecoming

UPCOMING EVENTS

Lloyd M. Parks Hall 
500 W. 12th Ave.

Columbus, OH 43210-1291
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